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Analysis of the Development and
Implementation Model of Rural Elderly
Learning Schools in Fujian Province

Yan-Jiu ZUO, Pinc YU :

ABSTRACT

Fujian Province is the first province in Mainland China to promulgate lifelong education regulations. Fujian
Institute for Lifelong Education, as a professional organization of lifelong education in Fujian Province
established in 2016, exerts a certain degree of influence in lifelong education and elderly education. The
establishment of rural elderly learning schools( RELS )in Fujian was a new attempt in elderly education in Fujian.
This article summarizes the establishment model of RELS from four dimensions: organizational structure and
philosophy, faculty employment, curriculum planning, and funding sources. The results showed four crucial
elements of RELS development, which are: 1. regulations, input and funding support from government units; 2.
cooperation between the government and non-governmental organizations; 3. various human resources
involvement; and 4. flexible and interactive curriculum planning. The mainland China’s elderly education is in
the beginning of booming. The start-up and development model of RELS implies valuable experiences for other
provinces in China.

Keywords: Rural, elderly education, elderly learning Schools, elderly education
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