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From Antagonism to Cooperation: Social
Entrepreneurship in the Becoming of
Cultural Products

StepHeN D. H. TSAI, Tep Yu-CHune LIU,
ARTHUR JUNG-CHiH HUNG

ABSTRACT

The past decade saw significant growth in research on how social entrepreneurship and community
entrepreneurship can promote regional development (Hemingway, 2005; Peredo & Chrisman, 2006). According
to Cornwall (1998), in the community development process, entrepreneurship is usually seen as a means of
mobilizing new companies, new industries, and the community to resolve problems, and thereby revive growth
and prosperity in the region or city. Motivated by the fact that cultural industries have made tremendous
contributions to local economies in recent years, many scholars have begun to focus on this trend. From the
perspective of social participation, the becoming of various cultural products from traditional cultures
inherently represents social entrepreneurship, which is the process of creating something from nothing. One
problem that has arisen, however, is that almost all research on social entrepreneurship and cultural products
adopts a unitary discourse on the economic level in which people are the chief heroes, but neglects the
importance of the non-human portion of local traditional cultures, and fails to see dynamic, subtle aspects on
the level of entrepreneurial activity.

In light of this situation, this study employs actor-network theory (ANT) to investigate the "sword lion"
talismans that have been made and used in the Anping district of Tainan, Taiwan for 300 years. Originally
placed on the walls of people's homes in the Anping district, these lucky symbols later spawned various
cultural products and activities, stimulating local economic development and social entrepreneurship. This
study therefore seeks to assign equal importance to people and traditional culture, and gain further
understanding of the nature of social entrepreneurship and how cultural products arise.

This study discovered via the ANT perspective that, not only does traditional culture play the role of a
competitive actant in the becoming of cultural products, three types of collective displacement emerge, namely
displacement of elimination of antagonism, displacement of identity and benefit, and displacement of power. In
other words, the process of social entrepreneurship, which extends from traditional culture to cultural products,

is the result of actors' collective displacement from antagonism to cooperation.

Keywords: social entrepreneurship, actor-network theory, becoming, translation, cultural products
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