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The Triple Significance of Network for the
Disadvantaged Group and NGO in
Mainland China: A Case Study of the
Social Enterprise Greenlight Remote
Education

Hsu-Hune HUANG, A-LiNnLI*

ABSTRACT

Focusing on the social enterprise Greenlight Remote Education, the paper discusses the triple significance of
network for the disadvantaged group and NGO in mainland China: social motivation, social action and social
enterprise. The ultimate goal of underclass actions is the transformation of social structure, rather than
immediate benefits. Yet autonomy never matured due to a prolonged lack of motivation in mainland China. In
our theroetical proposal of “Sociology of Action”, social intervention is applied to the transformation of social
subjects, with social motivation as the first step, while social enterprise is the sustaining financial support of
social actions under governmental oppression. The case study of Greenlight Remote Education analyses the
major role of education in the social movement of disadvantaged migrant workers’ children. It elaborates on:
how network organizes the children of migrant workers; how social forces are motivated for the benign
development of community volunteers; how the accumulation and transmission of education resource and
continuous remote education, as well as how gathered community and education resource create job
opportunities. Network enables social motivation and social actions, which are in turn financially supported by
social enterprise. In order to achieve the ultimate goal of a transformed social structure, a further research on
the external technology and action that affects the internal system of social subject will be required.

Keywords: migrant worker’s children, network, remote education, social motivation, social action,
social enterprise

* Hsu-hung HUANG, vice president, csr and social development research center, Tsinghua university,
Beijing. A-lin LI, Lecturer, Department of sociology, Beijing university of Technology.



