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The Relationship of Odor Attributes and
Consumer Lifestyle with Purchasing
Motives and Behavioral Intentions of

Olfactory Products

TsunG-Y1 SHEN, Qiao-Y1 YU, CHun-SHuo CHEN®

ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were to explore the relationship of odor attributes and consumer lifestyle with
consumer purchasing motives and behavioral intentions regarding olfactory products. We adopted “lexical
hypothesis” method that was generally employed in studies related to personality traits to explore the
fundamental olfactory attributes. We also adapted field survey to contact the consumers to examine the
relationships with odor recognition, differences of consumer lifestyle, and purchasing motives and behavioral
intentions of consumers.

The empirical results of this study are as follows: (a) There are four factors can be extracted from olfactory
adjective items by using factor analysis, naming as sexual passion, comfortableness, freshness, and steadiness.
(b) Four factors can also be extracted from purchasing motivation items, including health, environmental
sanitation, word-of-mouth and selfhood. (c) Correlation analysis reveals meaningful relationships among odor
attributes, consumer lifestyle, purchasing motive and behavioral intentions. (d) The purchasing motives and
behavioral intentions of olfactory product are distinct to those consumers who have different odor preference.
Those consumer who are different in lifestyle, have different preference of odor, different purchasing motives

and different behavioral intentions either.

Keywords: olfactory products, odor attributes, lifestyle, purchasing motives, behavioral intentions
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